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TABLE NOTES:  

* Refer to the City’s Zoning Bylaw for a more detailed description of the Zoning Districts.

* The table above does not include a breakdown of base density versus bonus density.

* The table above is subject to any amendments of the Burnaby Zoning Bylaw by Council. 

* With the exception of additional density granted for non-market rental housing, consolidated sites with multiple residential designations have 
their densities calculated in a manner that is consistent with the relative proportions (areas) of the land use designations that comprise the 
consolidated site.

L A N D  U S E  F R A M E W O R K

4 . 2

Understanding the Land Use Framework

The General Land Use Map can be described using the following categories: high 
density mixed-use, high density residential, and medium density residential, as 
outlined in the following Land Use Framework table.

LAND USE 
CATEGORIES

GENERAL 
LAND USE MAP 
DESIGNATIONS

MAXIMUM 
RESIDENTIAL 

FAR

MAXIMUM 
COMMERCIAL 

FAR

MAXIMUM 
TOTAL 

FAR

LAND USE AND
BUILT FORM

High Density 
Mixed-Use

  RM5s / C3 5.0 6.0 11.0 Commercial podiums (office, retail, and/
or service uses) and high-rise office or 
residential building forms  RM4s / C3 3.6 6.0 9.6

  RM5s / C2 5.0 1.3 6.3 Commercial podiums (office, retail, and/
or service uses) and high-rise residential 
building forms  RM4s / C2 3.6 1.3 4.9

High Density 
Residential Use

  RM5s 5.0 0.0 5.0
Mid- to high-rise residential buildings with 
ground-oriented residential

  RM4s 3.6 0.0 3.6

  RM5 2.6 0.0 2.6 Mid-rise residential buildings with ground-
oriented residential

Medium Density 
Residential Use   RM3s 1.5 0.0 1.5

Residential buildings in ground-oriented and 
low-rise forms (row-houses, townhouses 
and low-rise apartments).

Neighbourhood 
Commercial 
Opportunity

         C1 0.0 1.0 1.0
Smaller neighbourhood commercial 
opportunities to create focal points for social 
interactions and community gathering. 

Gross Floor Area (GFA): 

The total floor area 

contained within a 

building measured to 

the external face of the 

external walls. 

 

Floor Area Ratio (FAR):  

The ratio of a building’s 

gross floor area to the 

area of the site upon 

which it is built. 

 

GFA  /  Site Area  =  FAR

Example:  1 FAR

1 Storey
100% Site Coverage

2 Storey
50% Site Coverage

4 Storey
25% Site Coverage
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4 . 3 . 2

Maywood

Maywood is the 
residential heart 
of the Downtown.
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